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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCES OF THE EARLY PERIOD 
OF MILITARY CONTACTS BETWEEN THE BLACK SEA NORTH 
LITTORALAND THEANCIENT EAST AND THE "CIMMERIAN 

PROBLEM" 

YLADIMIR ERLIJ 

Museo de Arre Oriental. Moscú 

N O TA: Los no mhres y ri rulos rusos, q ue aparecen rn d rexm y en la Bihliografia, se dan en rrasnlireració n española (véase 
C alonge, 1969). El rexro inglés se ha manrrni<lo ral y como fut· enrrega<lo por el auro r. 

Abstract 

The auchor discinguishes che archaeological evidences of che early milicary concacc ofThe Black Sea Norch 
Linoral wich che Anciem Near Easc, belonged ro che group of rhe Novocherkassk-hoard cype. He proposes what such 
evidences presencs the mosc adequace archaeological confo rmicy to che Assirian wrinen evidences abouc che Cimme-
rians of che Sargon 1 l era. 
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Resumen 

El autor desraca los resrimonios arqueológicos de los concacros milirares mas anciguos en el litoral Norce del 
Mar Negro y en el Próximo O rienre de la época preescica. 

Supone, que esros cesrimonios, penenecienres al grupo del cipo del tesoro de Novocherkassk, son los que 
corresponden más adecuadamenre desde el punro de visea arqueológico, a los cescimonios escriros más amiguos de 
los asirios de época de Sargon l 1 sobre los cimerios. 

Palabras clave. C imerios. Esciras. Carros de combace. 

Since rhe lasr cenrury rhere ha ve been rwo rradirion on rhe origin of rhe Cimmerians shown in rhe 
hisrorical lirerarure. The firsr rradirion, which fo llows rhe informarion provided by Herodorus and orher 
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Greek aurhors, proposed rhar rhe Cimmerians inhabired Black Sea Norrh lirroral before the invasion of 
rhe Skyrhian. In addirion ro rhe legend of rhe Cimmerians, Herodotus poinred out exisrence of contem-
porary "Cimmerian" roponyms in rhis region: "The Cimmerian Bosphorus", "Cimmerian banks", 
region of "Cimmeria" (Her. IV.12.). 

Among rhe archaeological lirerarure che conceprion of rhe Norrh Ponric origin of the Cimmerians 
was mosr consistenr in a monograph of Alexey Terenozhkin "The Cimmerians" (Terenozhkin, 1976). 
He referred ali pre-Scyrhian complexes 8hr - 7rh cent. B.C. of The Sreppe and The Foresr-Steppe of 
Ukraine ro rhe Cimmerian culture. Terenozhkin also included in rhis culture rwo groups of nomadic 
popularion remains: rhe Chernogorovka and rhe Novocherkask ones. Complexes of Novocherkask 
hoard's type group presenred in The Sourh-Easr of Europe were picked our earlier by Aleksandr lessen 
(lessen, 1954). Now rhe idea of exisrence of rhe Cimmerian archaeological culture is supporred by majo-
rity of Russian and Ukrainian archaeologisrs. 

On rhe orher hand, in rhe lasr 20 years a series of issues revising many aspecrs of rhe Cimmerian 
problem and reviving rhe rradirion rhar had rejecred rhe Ponric origin of Cimmerians were 
published.The Iralian scholar Umberro Cozzoli proposed rhar rradirion rold by Herodotus and rhe 

"Cimmerians" roponyms were broughr by rhe Greeks from Asia Minor, and rhey were used because 
Norrh Ponric barbarians were similar ro rhe real Cimmerians of Asia Minar (Cozzoli, 1968). 

These ideas were developed in M.Salvini and A.Krisrensen's works, published in 80s. The main 
argumenr of rhese aurhors was rhe absence in Assyrian inscriprions of direcr menrions of rhe coming of 
rhe Norrh rhe Cimmerians from The Caucasus. 

Larer informarion from rhe Assar¡iddon rime placed The Cimmerians in The Counrry of Man na. 
Thar's why, Salvini and Krisrensen suggesred rhe search of rhe farherland of rhe Cimmerians, firsdy men-
rioned in sources of Sargon rime, in The Easr and Sourh-Easr of Urarru (Salvini, 1984; Kristensen, 
1988). Anna Krisrensen believed rhar rhe Ci mmerian rradirion and rhe roponyms were brought in Black 
Sea Norrh Lirroral by rhe Scyrhians who acred joinrly wirh Cimmerians in rhe 7rh cent. B.C. in Asia 
Minor. This poinr of view is close ro rhe proposirions of sorne Russian scholars such as Irina Kuklina 
(Kuklina, 1984, 56), Andrei Alekseev and Naraliia Kachalova (Alekseev, Kachalova, 1989), Sergei Tojra-
s'ev (Tohras'ev, 1992). They refured rhe exisrence of rhe Cimmerian culture in rhe Norrh Ponric region. 
Igor' D'iakonov supposed rhar "The Cimmerians" were nor erhnic group. He rranslared "Gammiri" rhe 
Iranian languages in ro Assyrian rexrs as any "mobile derachmenr of horsemen" (D'iakonov, 1981 ). 

In our arride we'll rry ro examine one problem, closely connecred wirh Cimmerians: rhe problem 
of rhe archaeological evidences of early milirary conracrs of rhe Novochercask group wirh counrries of 
rhe Ancienr Easr. 

Considerable findings made in rhe ?Os in The Norrhern Caucasus permirred ro review unril a high 
degree rhe Early Scyrhian ch ronology by comparing wirh rhe Neo-Assyrian one (Perrenko, 1980, 1983). 
In conremporary rime rhe new early dare 650-625 B.C. for rhe mosr imporranr Scyrhian monuments 
the Kelermesskaia and Krasnoe Znamia barrow cemereries, is supporred by mosr scholars. 

The following invesrigarion leads ro rhe accumularion of archaeological evidences from the con-
tacrs of Norrhern Caucasus and Norrh Ponric regían wirh Middle Easr and Trans-Caucasian a rea In che 
pre-Scyrhian rimes. Generally speaking, rhese evidences were nor new. In 50-60s findings of horse-bits 
of Middle Easr form were published rogerher wirh derails of harness similar ro rhe ones on Assyrian 
reliefs. Ali of rhem were found in The Foresr-Sreppe regían of Ukraine (Tirenko, 1954, 78, fig.1-3; 
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Kovpanenko, 1956, 174-179). Even earlier sorne findings of fragmentary helmers of Assyrian-Urarrian 
forros were known in rhe cemereries of Faskau and Verhnia Rucha (in The Norrher - Caucasus) (Uva-
rova, 1909, 227; Kozenkova, 1990, 79 - fig. 8, 20). 

The increase of such material creared rhe necessiry of recording, daring and going inro a deeper 
srudy of these findings. ir; more correctly explain ir. 

Almost ali rhe arrefacrs are wriring abour belong ro rhe armamenr and harness fields. They can be 
devided inro rwo groups. 

Wirhin rhe flrsr group we disringuished objecrs, which were direcrly adopred from Assyria and 
Urarru and which had derails of armour and helmers. Now we can 'r say exacrly wherher rhese objecrs were 
broughr from The Middle Easr or Urarru or made in The Caucasus from imponed original. In rhe local 
culture these arrefacts had nor any prororypes, however rhey had been known ro The Sourh ofThe Cauca-
sus a long time before. Sorne Bronze pieces of scaly armour were found in several graves of the pre-Scythian 
(Novocherkassk) time in The Norrhern Caucasus: rhe cemerery "Indusrriya-1 ", grave 4; the grave near 
Kaban-gora; the cemerery Klin-Iar, grave 16 (ali from rhe region of Kislovodsk); Zaiukovskiy and Psedah 
Cemeteries (Checheno-Ingusherija); rhe Uashljiru barrow (Adygeia) (Vinogradov, Runich, Mihallov, 1976, 
fig. 5,2l;Afanasjev, Kozenkova, 1981, 152-153; Dudarev, 1991, 50). Besides rhat, in rhecemetery"Indus-
rria" together with rhe armour rhey were also discovered long and narrow bronze "scales", which could be 
considered as rhe derails of an armour belr (Vinogradov, Runich, Mijailov, 1976, fig. 5, 22). 

Ali of rhese finds permirred ro revise rhe da re of appearance of scale armour in The South-Easrern 
Europe, which was suggesred by Evgeni Chernenko (6rh cent. B.C.) (Chernenko, 1968), and to support 
che opinion of Valentina Kozenkova of belonging rhis clara ro The End of 8rh cent. B.C.(Kozenkova, 
1982). Bur rhe supposirion of Chernenko abour Assyrian origin of rhe scale armour of rhe Scyrhians 
could now be confirmed by new evidences. 

Apart from the above mentioned bronze helmer from Fakau and Verhnia Rurha, now we know orher 
rwo ones in the cemerery Klin-lar (Kielovodek ciry) Borh helmers belong ro rhe rype of conichelmets with ear 
piare represented in rhe Assyrian reliefs (Fig.1,3 ) (Belisnkiy, 1990, 193, fic 3, 1; Dudarev, 1992, piare 17). 

Groups of objecrs creared in rhe local culture, wirhour any doubr, under rhe Middle Easrern and rhe 
Transcaucasian inAuence, are disringuished in rhe second group of evidences. Ir meant "rhe imporr of ideas". 

The rype of horse bits wirh fasred cheek-pieces "Endzhe-Konsrsnrinovka" is included inro rhese 
innovarions (rype IV of our classificarion) (Erlij, 1991 ). Ir was presenred nor only in The Norrhern Cau-
casus, bur in The Foresr-Sreppe region of Ukraine. The Norrhern Caucasus (Novocherkassk) basis for 
this rype is obvious. The shape of rhese horse-birs, characrer of rheir ornaments, blades and "hars" of 
cheek-pieces are rhe confirmarion of rhis idea. 

On the other hand, Middle Asian manner of fasred cheeck-pieces were used in rhis bridles. In the 
contemporary rime che series of finds ofhorse-birs of rhis rype consisr of8 objecrs. Two bits from Chishjo 
(Adygeja) (Tov, 1990, 40, fig 1; 41 , fig.2) (Fig.1, 1 ) are known ro have been found in rhe Norrhern Cau-
cau territory; one finding from rhe ciry Maikop area was menrioned by Alexander Iessen (lessen, 1953, 
92), one specimen was found near Krasnodar ( reponed by Dmirriy Vasilinenko). There are 3 speciment 
of chis type of bits from rhe Ukrain ian Foresr-Sreppe region: The Teremrci, The Konsrsntinovka, barrow 
mound N 375 and from The Museum of Kiorvograd (Gorishni, 1978, 56, fig.1 ; Titenko, 1954, 79, 
fig.5). One objecr of chis rype was found in Endzhe (Bulgaria) (Popov, 1932, 1O1, fig. 88). Ir seems, what 
che center óf producrion of rhis rype of birs was The Trans-Kuban region ofThe Norrhern Caucasus. 
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Figure l. The early horizon of complexes: l. Cnishjo; 2. Kaban-Gora; 3. Klin-Uiar, grave 186; 4. Klin-
Uiar (surface find); 5. Kladi, barrow 46; 6. Pshish hoard; 7 . Nosachovo 
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Orher fin~ing of horse-birs wirh fasred cheek-pieces are known from rhe Trans-Kuban region to 
rhe Easr: coming from Koban and Tereze cemereries (lessen, 1953, 70, fig. 1 ~, 1; Kozencova, 1989, 186, 
piare XXXIX). Bur rhese shapes of arrefacrs were nor developed in a separare rype. 

The same kind of innovarion was produced by rhe appearance of chariors and charior's harness 
among rhe group of "Novocherkask- hoard rype". 

They could be disringuishable afrer _rhe research in 1988 of rhe barrow Uash'kiru near Kabekhabl 
Adygeia, Trans-Kuban region) . 

Under rhe mound oF rhis barrow was discovered rhe 13 meter long and 7 meter wide pir-grave 
(Fig.3) . Alrhough rhe Funeral place in rhe grave was plundered in ancienr rimes, remains of chariors were 
preserved in si tu. A reconsrrucrion oF rhem showed rhar rhe arrangemenr oF rhe ream was similar to Assyrian 
one, which is well-known by relieFs. There was a rwo-wheeled charior wirh one draughr-pole linked to a 
four-horsed ream under one yoke. The bronze equipmenr oF ream consisred oF a pair of rings wirh pendanrs, 
a pair "braceler-shaped rings" , same piares of horse-rraces ere. (Fig.4 ). These objecrs could have been crea-
ted on rhe local basis afrer rhe acquainranceship oF rhe Assyrian and rhe Urarrian army, headed by chario-
reers. Now we know more rhan 20 complexes wirh derails oF chariots in The Norrhern Caucasus and The 
Ukranian Foresr-Sreppe region. Two complete of such chariors harness were found in Central Europe in 
Komliod and Priud hoards (Hallus, Horvarh, 1939, piare XX; Kemenczei, 1981, 31, fig.5,3); one objecr was 
found in rhe horse grave Norshun-Tepe (Anatolia) (Hauprman, 19$3, fig. 4,9) (Fig.5, 10 ). 

The appea rance of Norrh Caucasian "pecrorals", apparenrly used as a poirrel belongs to such 
group oF innovarions. Maria Pogrebova underlined rhe local Fearures oF rhese series oF arrefacrs and rheir 
diFFerences from rhe Urarrian poirrel (Pogrebova, 1984, 20-23). Mosr probable cenrer oF producrion of 
rhese objects, which appeared as rhe resulr oF adopring rhis idea, was rhe region oF ciry Kislovodsk. They 
were introduced in rhe hoard from Beshrau-mounr, in Sulra n-gora and Klln-Yiar cemereries (a li 5 spe-
cimens) (Iessen, 1954, fig. 13; Vinogradov, 1972,fig. 9,2; Dudarev, 199 1, piares 15; 16,4) (Fig.1,4) Fur-
thanmore, such "pectorals" were fo und in Transcaucasian, in rhe area oF rhe Kolhida culrure (rwo objecrs 
from Esheri and Anuhva) (Kufrin, 1949, fig. 31; Domanskiy, 1979, fig. 137). Mosr probably, rhey were 
imponed from Norrhern Caucasus. 

As for rhe characrerisric oF rhe conracrs wirh The Middle Easr and Transcaucasian ir's necessary to 
poinr out rhe following. IF evidences of conracrs among rhe firsr gro up (helmers and armour) could ha ve 
appeared as a resulr oF imporr, rhe innovarions of rhe second group clearly demonsrrared rhe acquain-
tance of rhe local popularion wirh rhe army of Assyria and Urarru. Borh groups of evidences could be 
creared as a resulr of a milirary campaign from rhe orrh Caucasian rerrirory. 

Ali rhe complexes wirh rhe evidences oF conracrs can be chronologically divided inro on upper and 
early horizo ns. The upper horizon belongs to rhe so-called "pre-Kelermesskaiya (by Iessen, 1954) or 
"rransmission" (by lllinskaiya and Terenozhkin , 1983) group. Ir was disringuished by rhe presence of rhe 
Scyrhian arrowheads of a rhombic ourline "Endze-Gaborin" rype (by Poi in , 1987) and cheek-pieces wirh 
rhree holes "Sialk B" (by Erl ij , 1992) . These rypes hada Cenrral Asiaric(Siberian) origin and were con-
necred wirh rhe firsr wave oFScyrh ians. The upper dare oF rhis horizon is limired by rhe beginning of rhe 
Kelermesskaya period. Now ir's dared ro 650-625 B.C. by rhe rime oF 1 Krasnoznamenskiy barrows 
where a piare oF a charior's pole wirh image oF good ness lshrar was found, such images were presenred 
on Assyria n reliefs oF Assyrbanipal's rime (Perrenko, 1980). In rhe upper chronological horizon we inclu-
ded, Ush'kiru, Kvirki, huror Alekseevsk 1 y and orher complexes (Fig.2) . 
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In rhe early horizon rhe Scyhrian rypes of arrefacrs are absenr (Fig.1 ). T his horizon can be da red 
by rhe Assyrian helmer from rhe grave 186 in Kli n-Uiar cemerery (Belinski, 1990) (Fig.1,3) and rhe horse 
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fastening from Nosachevo (Kovpanenko, 1966). The helmer from Klin-Ular belongs ro rype A-2 (by 
Tarik Madhloom) of Assyrian helmers, hammered from one piece of bronze, rhey exisred during rhe rime 
of Tyglarpalasar III (744-725 B.C.) and Sargon 11 (722-2 1 - 705 B.C). The sa me helmer as from Klin-
Uiar we can be seen on rhe reliefs of Pala ce of Tiglarpalasa r 111 (Barnerr, Falkner, 1962, piare LIV). 

The horse fasrenings from Nosachevo were widely dared ro rhe rime of Sargon JI ro Assurbanipal by 
Galina Kovpanenko (Kovpanenko, 1966, 177-178). Bur Georg Kossak in rwo ofhis issues poinred out, rhar 
such fasrening were presenr on reliefs ofTiglalpalasar 111 (744-727 B.C) (Kossack, 1987, 116; Idem., 1987a). 

In grave 186 of Klin-Uiar cemerery sorne cheek-pieces of a not yer classic "Novocherkask" form 
were found wirh helmet. These belonged ro pre-Novocherkask "rransmission" rype 1-g (Erlijh, 1992); 
and the contents of rhis grave, most probably, marks rhe begi nning of campaign, which we dared ro The 
last quarter of rhe 8rh cent. B.C. This da re can be compared wirh rhe firsr informarion about rhe Cimme-
rians found in Assyrian narrarive sources. This can be connecred wirh unsuccessful campaign of Urarrian 
king Rusa 1 in to rhe counrry of Gamir. The rime of rhis campaign has now been successfully dared by 
che scholars Anna Krisrensen and Askold lvanchik ro year rhe 714 year B.C. (Krisrensen, 1988, 42; lvan-
chik, 1989, 6 ; Idem. , 1990, 6-8). According ro the rhe source shows rhe milirary contacts wirh The 
Cimmerian in rhar period were limired ro rhe rerrirory of Urarru and Western Assyria. Ir can be suppor-
ted by sorne findings of rhe Novochercask period in The Sourh of The Caucasus. 

The upper horizon of complexes wirh evidences of conracrs corresponds chronologically ro the 
Assyrian sources of The firsr half of 7rh cent. B.C. In Assarhaddon's appeals ro rhe oracle of Shamash 
(680-670 B.C) ir was mentioned rhar alrernarely Cimmerians and Scyrhians, were acring in The East of 
Assyria rogerher with rhe Mannaens and rhe Medes. As Igor' Diakonov and Askold lvanchik supposed 
in rhis siruarion rhe name "Cimmerians" were used in inscriprions for Scyrhians or Sake (Diakonov, 
1981, 93; lvanchik, 1989, 7). The Cimmerians were properly locared by different sources ar rhar rime 
in region of Kilikia and Kapoddokia. 

Ir was published nor long ago Anarolian complexes lmirler (near Amasia) and Norshun-Tepe, 
dared ro rhe first half of rhe 7rh cenr. rhere in rhis rime were Cimmerians) wi rh hada mixed characrer. 
There were rhe elemenrs of "Scyrhian rriad", connecred by origin wirh The East of Eurasia, horse bits 
wirh srirup-shaped rerminarions, rhomb-shaped arrowhead and beaked axe. The word "akinake" and rhe 
ring of rhe charior's harness were connecred wirh rhe Norrh Caucaus; and wirh Transcaucasian rhe bits 
made of rwisred bronze bars (Unal, 1982, 65-81 ; Hauprmann, 1985, fig 4; 1 O). 

Ir is very probable rhar these complexes display a mixture of the two nomad's waves: are coming 
from rhe Asiatic Parr of the Steppe and rhe other from The Norrhern Caucasus. Ir may also be an Asia tic 
wave called "Scyrhians" ("Shkuza" and "Shkuda" of Assyrian sources). 

The main argumenr of rhe archaeologists aga inst rhe Black Sea Norrh Lirroral origin of The 
Cimmerians is the absence in The Sourh ofThe Caucasus of arrefacrs of rhe Novocherkassk period. Such 
finds, in fact, were nor numerous. Alexander lessen menrioned the bits with double-ring endings from 
Surmushi and fragmenrs of Novocherkask's rype cheek-p iece from Canyon of Ksan (Georgia) (Iessen, 
1953, 64). Above, we have referred ro rhe charior's harness derails from Norshun-Tepe. Besides rhat 
horse bits are known from grave 47 in rhe cemerery of Kalakenr (Azerbaijan) . They have been creared 
under obvious inAuence of the Novocherkask-rype bits. They have bended blades like the Novocherkask 
ones (Nag€1ySrrommenger,19~35, fig.19) (Fig.5, 13). 
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Therefore we can'r speak abour a full absence of rhe Novocherkask impacr in The Near Easr. 
Obviously, sin ce rhe milirary campaign of rribes from The Norrhern Caucasus rerritory were sporadically 
and of shorr durarion, rhey couldn'r leave significanr remains. On rhe orher hand, ir is necessary to carry 
our a special invesrigarion for rhe findings of objecrs of rhe pre-Scyrian rime as ir was wirh rhe Scyrian 
ones. 

Apparendy, rhe Novochercask hoard's rype group on conremporary leve! of our knowledge pre-
ents the most adequare archaeological conformiry to rhe Assyrian written evidences about Cimmerians 
on the Sargon rime. Early milirary conracrs wirh Middle Easr make us rrear more attentively rhe Norrh 
Pontic rradirion defending rhe Cimmerians origin, and nor rejecr ir ar ali. Ir is necessary to look for sorne 
real basis in the Herodorus legend abour rhe Cimmerians. 
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