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ABSTRACT

The present paper reviews the history of Scythian research since its rediscovery at the end of the 17th
century, with the impressive findings of Scythian gold in the Ukrainian kurgans, up to the most recent
German-Russian and French-Russian archaeological works in Siberia, Kazakhstan and Mongolia and
through the numerous Soviet excavations, of which only a few of Western specialists echoed. Putting all of
them into comparison, and without forgetting the philological investigations carried out in parallel, it is
intended here to present the current state of knowledge of the history of the Scythians.
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RESUMEN

El presente articulo repasa la historia de la investigacion de los escitas desde su redescubrimiento a
finales del s. XVII, con los impresionantes hallazgos del oro escita en los kurganes de Ucrania, hasta los
mads recientes trabajos arqueologicos germano-rusos y franco-rusos en Siberia, Kazajistan y Mongolia,
pasando por las numerosas excavaciones soviéticas de solo algunas de las cuales se hicieron eco los
especialistas occidentales. Poniendo todas ellas en relacion, y sin olvidar las investigaciones filologicas
que se llevaron paralelamente a cabo, se pretende aqui presentar el estado actual del conocimiento que se
tiene de la historia de los escitas.
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1.- The advance eastwards and the rediscovery of the Scythians.

The history of the Scythians has been parallel to the Russian advance eastwards.
The vision of the kurgans which watched impassively the slow passing of time on the
steppe fascinated the European travellers who passed through. Upon the arrival of the
Enlightenment and the recovered interest in the Antiquity, not only westwards of the Urals
Graeco-Roman remains were sought after, but far beyond the /imes that once separated
the barbarism of the civilized world, 7zar Peter I looked for the lost links of a chain which
connected the then thriving Russian Empire with an Antiquity away from the classics. Trips
like one of the Dutch Nicolaas Witsen in the second half of the seventeenth century, or the
one of the German Daniel Messerschmidt -under the commands of the zzar- between 1720
and 1727 put on the map many Scythian kurgans whose grave goods swelled the collection
of Peter [ in St. Petersburg. What the caesars did not achieve, the #zars do now, and the /imes
was more and more shifted eastwards. Maybe that is why a century later, Vasilii Vereschagin
baptised a series of paintings about the invasion of Turkestan as “The barbarians”.

However there was still much to do until then. Until the second half of the nineteenth
century most of the discoveries of Scythian antiquities were casual or looked for valuable
objects, although educated individuals and travellers, mostly military men, started the
archaeological research. General Aleksei Mel’gunov, carried out in 1763 the first proper
excavation of a kurgan near Kirovograd, Ukraine. But they remain being individual
initiatives, which explains why it took some time before digging another kurgan, this case
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Kul’-Oba, near Kerch, by the French Paul du Brux, who had left the revolutionary France
and came to settle at the Black Sea'. With the exception of the excavations in the Altai
of the Katanda and Bereli kurgans in 1865 by a young Vasilii Radlov —who eventually
ended up publishing the Orkhon inscriptions-?, it is precisely on the pontic steppes where
the first academic research was confined, with the Chertomlyk, Aleksandropol’skii and
Krasnokutskii kurgans achieving worldwide fame, all of them excavated by Ivan Zabelin
in the second half of the nineteenth century.

Ivan Zabelin, who already had a long career dedicated to the Muscovite art and history,
was the first who approached the study of the Scythian antiquities from an academic perspective.
He did not only strive to dig the kurgans according to modern archaeological techniques, but
also connected the discovered archaeological materials with the testimonies of the classical
sources in a work entitled “The Antiquities of Herodotus s Scythia” (1866 and 1873).

The success of his work multiplied the number of researches about the Scythian
history. The excavations on the banks of the Dnieper by graf Aleksei Bobrinskii and the
archaeologist Dmitrii Samokvasov and by Nikolai Brandenburg and Evgenii Znosko-
Borovskii, contributed by increasing the funds for Scythian antiquities, but the collection
of Scythian gold drew mainly from the excavations which Nikolai Veselovskii carried out
from the late nineteenth century to 1917 in the Pontic steppes and the Kuban region, whose
documentation is regrettable though®.

Beyond Ukraine and the Pontic steppes, the history of this people of fierce riders
but capable of an exquisite craftsmanship, widens the borders of the Russian Empire.
Organizations such as the Archaeological Commission or the Turkestan Circle of Friends of
Archaeology were examples of the growing interest of the Russians in Archaeology, and they
promoted the excavation of kurgans in the Russian Far East, mainly in the northeast of West
Turkestan, in places like Semirech’e, Fergana, the Talas Valley and the Tashkent region*.

The fact is that the Scythians were already above their descriptions in the classical
texts, and their powerful images spoke for themselves now through Archeology. The
gold of the Scythians, where animals who are a mix of predator and prey are devouring
themselves in scenes of tremendous dialectics, impressed all who had the good fortune to
observe them. The Russians ended up appropriating an Antiquity which was very different
from the one of the ancient Graeco-Roman civilization, and they appealed to it when they
wanted to distance themselves from the rest of Europe. In this context, Aleksandr Blok
wrote in his poem “The Scythians” (1918) that “We, like obedient lackeys, have held up a
shield dividing two embattled powers, the Mongol hordes and Europe!”.

But the glow of the Scythian gold not only served to shed light on the literary
inspirations and nationalist feelings of the poets, but also motivated a real scientific interest
in the history of this people. Along with the promising dig of monumental burials, there are
now the excavations of settlements by Aleksandr Spitsin and Vasilii Gorodtsov® findings
which made necessary the updating of the Scythian history, work which was assumed
by Mikhail Rostovtsev, who in his “The Scythians and the Bosphorus” (1925) made a
detailed analysis of the written and archaeological sources, outlining a chronology of the
Scythian history and pointing regional divisions. In the West, Ellis H. Minns also talked

"' Myccennyc, B., 1905. “ITrobproke, Iaen” Pyccxuti 6uoepaguueckuii crosaps t.6, p. 738.

2 Marsadolov, L., Zaitseva, G. and Lebedeva, L., 1994. “Correlation of dendrochronological and radiocarbon
measurements for great kurgans of Sayan-Altai” Elite kurgans of Eurasian steppe region in Scythian and
Sarmatian epoch, p. 141.

3 Memorosa, A., 1989. “Kparknii ouepk ucrtopun uzyueHus ckuhos” Apxeonoeuss CCCP 11, pp. 36-40.

4 O6emnpuaenko, O., 1964. “U3 ucropuu u3ydeHust Kyprauusix morpebennii B Cpenneit Asun” HMKY 5, pp.
213-232.; O6ensuenko, O., 1965. “U3 uctopun n3ydeHns KypraHabeix morpedennii B Cpexneit Asun” UMKY
6, pp. 185-200.

> Memokosa, A., 1989. “Kparkuii ouepk ucropun usyuenusi ckudos” Op. cit., pp. 36-40.
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about the Russian excavations relating them to the Greek sources in his famous “Scythians
and Greeks” (1913).

2.- Research during the Soviet period.

After the Revolution, the excavations of nomad burials in Kazakhstan continued, as
did Mikhail Voevodskii and Mikhail Gryaznov in the Buraninsko-karakol’skii kurgan in
Semirech’e and in the Chil’pekskii kurgan, north of the Lake Issyk-kul®. Mikhail Gryaznov
also discovered along with Sergei Rudenko the first burials of Pazyryk and worked in the
Shiba kurgan, both in the Altai’.

A while later, in the late thirties, excavations increased in the valleys of Talas and
Chu in Akhangaran, Tashkent and Fergana regions®. Among the many archaeologists who
worked in them (A. Terenodjkinii, A. Bernshtam, M. Masson, G. Grigor’evii, B. Latyninii,
T. Obolduevaya, M. Borontz), we can highlight the work of Aleksandr Bernshtam in
the Kenkol’skii kurgan, in the valley of Talas’, and that of Berkkarinskii'®, Tamdinskii'',
Karachoko'” and Kargaly'®. The World War II paralyzed most research, only Viktor
Gaidukevich'* carried out excavations in the necropolis of Shirinsaiskii in Uzbekistan.

After the war, the discoveries were taken up briskly in the Soviet East, where in
1947, Aleksandr Bernshtam began to dig in Pamir and in the valley of Alan'® in Tienshan's,
in Fergana'” and Chatkal'® and Sergei Rudenko continued working in Pazyryk, where
until 1949 he dug four kurgans, whose impressive results have not gone unnoticed in the
academic circles'’. Meanwhile, research in the Pontic steppes was at an impasse because
of the discussions about the ethnicity of the Scythians. Until 1950, the linguistic theories
of Nikolai Marr had prevailed, which established a common origin for all the languages
in relation to the division of society into classes, and they did not allow the continuation
of the lines of the nineteenth century research that rightly understood the Scythian as an
Iranian language. But in 1952 a congress took place on the questions of Sarmato-Scythian
Archaeology which recovered these theories and concluded that the Scythians were not

¢ Boesonckuit M., and I'psizHoB, M., 1938. “Y-cyHbCKHME MOTHILHUKH Ha Tepputopun Kuprusckoit CCP”
B[N 3, pp. 162-175.; vid. Tepenoxkun, A., 1941. “Pen. na crareio: BoeBoackuiit B.M., I'ps3aoB M.IL
V-cyHbcknit MOTMIIBHUK Ha Tepputopun Kuprusckoit CCP” 1V3® AH CCCP 2, pp. 73-75.

7 Marsadolov, L., Zaitseva, G., and Lebedeva, L., 1994. “Correlation of dendrochronological and
radiocarbon measurements for great kurgans of Sayan-Altai” Op. cit., p. 141.

§ Baiiubepr, b., Topoyrosa, H. and Momkosa, M., 1992. “OcHoBHBIE TIPOOIEMBI B H3yUCHUH TAMSTHHKOB
npeBHUX ckoToBOonoB Cpemneit Azun u Kazaxcrana” Apxeonoeus CCCP 10, pp. 21-31.

° bepamrram, A., 1941, Hamsmuuxu cmapunsr Tanacckoii 0onunsl. Mcmopuko-apxeonocuieckutl o4epk.
Anma-Ara.

10" Babanckas, I, 1956, Bepkapunckuii moeunvhuk. Anma-Ara.

" Manosutikas, JI., 1950, Tamouncxuii kypeannwiii moeunonuk I11-1 6. 0o 1.5.. Anma-Ara.

12 Bepumrram, A., 1941, Apxeonoeuueckuii ouepk ceseproti Kupeusuu. ®pymse.

13 Bepumrram, A., 1949, “OcHoBHble dTansl uctopun Kymstypsl Cemupeuss u Tsab-1lans” Cosemckast
Apxeonoeus 11, pp. 337-384.

4 Taiinykesud, B., 1952, “Morunsauk 6mu3 [lupurcas B Y3bekucrane” Cosemckas Apxeonoeus 16, pp.
331-359.

15 Bepuuram, A., 1952, Hcmopuro-apxeonozuueckue ouepku Tanv-Lllans u [lamupo-Anas, Marepuainsl u
nccnenosanus mo apxeonorun CCCP 26. Mocksa / Jleannrpan, pp. 186-204 and 275-333.

16 Bepumrram, A., 1952, Op. cit.. Mocksa / Jleannrpa, pp. 19-94.

17 CopokuHn, C., 1961. “bopropba3zckuit MorunbHuK” Tpyosr Iocydapcmeennozo Opmumadica 5, pp. 117-
161; Boponem, M.3., 1954. “Apxeonornyeckue uccienoBanus HCTUTyTa HCTOPUH U apXeoIoruu 1 My3es
nctopuu AH Y3CCP na tepputopun ®@epranst B 1950-1951 r.” TMHH V3CCP 2, pp. 53-85.

18 Kubupos, A., 1959. “ Apxeonoruueckue mamstHukn Yarkana”, Tpyovt Hncmumyma a3vika u aiumepanypol
AH KupCCP 2, p. 3.

19 Marsadolov, L., Zaitseva, G. and Lebedeva, L., 1994. “Correlation of dendrochronological and radiocarbon
measurements for great kurgans of Sayan-Altai” Op. cit., p. 141.
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the direct ancestors of the Slavs®. The uncritical nationalism was defeated there then by a
research eager to learn.

That same year Aleksei Terenodjkin?! and E. Pokrovskaya?? discovered the royal
kurgans of Melitopol’, in Ukraine, and in the East, Sergei Tolstov* started at the beginning
of the decade the ambitious multi-disciplinary expedition of the Khorezm. Sergei Rudenko
also dug during those years in Altai two kurgans in Badashar and two more in Tuekta®.

During the second half of the decade the works continued. In Bel’sk, Ukraine, Boris
Shramko?® the excavations in the fortified settlement began in 1958, and in Kazakhstan,
the Tasmola Culture in the middle of the country was then discovered®® and the royal
Chiliktinskii kurgan was dug by Sergei S. Chernilkov?’ and the Besshatyr kurgans by
Kimal” A. Akishev?, with their impressive and well-preserved wooden chambers, in the
east of the country, as well as other works in the south®.

The 1960’s attend the excavation of some royal kurgans which were truly stunning
because of its magnitude and the objects found inside. We refer to the Ukrainian kurgans
of Gaymanova Mogila, Tolstaya Mogila and Berdyanskii*, to the kurgan number eight of
Pyat brat’ev’!, near Rostov, where full weaponry was found, and further east, beyond the
Urals, the Issyk kurgan, fifty kilometers east of Alma-Ata, was dug those years, with an
intact royal burial*?. Further east, on the Russian border with Mongolia, between 1971 and
1974, Mikhail P. Gryaznov and J. Mannay-ool Mongush, worked in the astonishing kurgan
number one of Ardjan®.

South of the Aral Sea, the Khorezmian expedition discovered in those years the
necropoleis of Tagiskensk®* and Uigaraksk®, on the border between the nomadic and
sedentary Aryans. In the same line there was a study on the Sarykamysh delta in the

2 Tlorpe6osa, H., 1954, Bonpocwi ckugo-capmamckoti apxeonocuu (no mamepuanam kongepenyuu UMK
AH CCCP 1952 2.). Mockaa.

2l TepenoxkuH, A., 1955. “Ckudckuit kypran B . Memuronons” Kpamkue coobwjenus uncmumyma
apxeonozuu AH YCCP 5, pp. 23-34.

22 Tlokposckas, E., 1955. “Memurononsckuii Ckudcknii Kypran” Becmuux opesneii ucmopuu 2, pp. 191-199.
2 Toncros, C., 1952, Xopesuckas apxeonoco-smuoepagpuueckasn sxcneduyus AH CCCP (1945-1948).
Mocksa.

24 Marsadolov, L., Zaitseva, G. and Lebedeva, L., 1994. “Correlation of dendrochronological and radiocarbon
measurements for great kurgans of Sayan-Altai” Op. cit., p. 141.

B [pamxo, B.A., 1987, Bervckoe 2opoouwje ckughckoit snoxu (2opoo Ienon). Kues.

% KampipbaeB, M., 1966. “TlaMATHHKH TaCMOJMHCKOW KymsTypsl”, in Mapryman, A., Axuwes, K.,
Kanpipbaes, M. and Opasbaes, A. (eds.), [pesnas kynomypa Llenmpanonozo Kazaxcmana. Anma-Ara, pp.
303-307.

2 Yepuuros, C., 1965, 3acadka 3onomoeo kypeana: I'0e u ko20a 3apoounocs cKugckoe uckyccmeo?.
Mocksa.

2 Axwres, K. and Kymaes, I, 1963, (eds.), Ipesnss kynomypa cakoe u ycyneti oonunwt p. Mnu. Anma-Ara.
¥ Baitubepr, b., Top6yHosa, H. and Mormkosa, M., 1992. “OcHoBHbIE TPOGIEMBI B U3YICHUH TTAMSITHHKOB
npeBHUX ckotoBo0B Cpenneit Asmn u Kazaxcrana” Op. cit., pp. 21-31.

3 Biosins, B., 1971. “Nocmimkenns [aiimarnoBoi Morumu™ Apxeonoeis 1, pp. 44-55; Mosonescokuii, b.,
1979, Toecma Mozcuna. Kuis.

31 Iumos, B., 1961. “Packonku EnmzaBetoBckoro morwibauka B 1959 1.7 Cosemckas Apxeonocus 1, pp.
150-168.

32 Axwres, K., 1978, Kypean Hccvix: Hexycemso carkos Kazaxemana. Mocksa, 1978; Axumes, K., 1983,
Jpesnee sonomo Kasaxcmana, Anma-Ara..

3 TpssuoB, M., 1980, Apocan. Hapckuii kypean panneckugcrozo épemenu. Jlenunrpan, Gryaznov, M.,
1984, Der Grofkurgan von Arzan in Tuva, Stidsibirien. Miinchen.

3 Toncros, C. and Utnna, M., 1966. “Caxu HusoBbe Coipnapsu: [1o marepuanam Taruckena” Cogemckast
apxeonoeua 2, pp. 151-171.

3 BumneBckas, O., 1973, Kynomypa cakckux niemén Huzosves Coipoapuii 6 VII-V 6. 0o 1.9. no mamepuanam
Viieapaxa, Tpymasl Xope3McKol apXeonoro-3THOrpapaecKoil sxceanin 8. MoCKBa.
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seventies, between the Caspian and Aral Seas, where remnants of the culture of Kuyusaisk*®
were found. Excavations were also carried out in western Pamir®’, Fergana®®, and the Talas
and Ketmen’-tyue Valleys, in Tien Shan, Alai*® and in southern Tajikistan*. While turning
back to the Pontic steppes, in those years the Mordvinoska kurgans near Kakhovka were
dug by Aleksandr M. Leskov*', and the Oguz kurgan**.

In the following decade, the work began in the Chertomlyk kurgan*, which continued
the following years, as well as in Filippovka by Anatolii Kh. Pshenichniuk*. Other lengthy
excavated sites that are still being studied are the settlements of Kamensk®, in the lower
Dnieper and Elizaventovsk*, along with its necropolis, in the lower Don. Both settlements
tell us about the history of the Scythians between the fourth and third centuries B.C., and
they are also of great importance if we consider the imbalance in the research reported
by Anna I. Melyukova*’, who warns us about the low number of settlements which were
studied in comparison to kurgans. During the eighties indeed, to the west, in Crimea (5"-4™

3% Baitabepr, b., 1979, [Hamsmuuxu kyiocatickoi Kkytomypsl, Tpymasl XOpe3MCKOH — apXeoaoro-
sTHOTpadudeckoit sxcnenummu 11. Mockaa.

37 JlurBunckui, B., 1972, Jpesnue kouesnuku «Kpviuu mupa». Mocksa; babaes, A., 1965. “YHukanbHbie
HAXOJKH U3 TOrpedaIbHBIX coopyxeHuit 3anaanoro [lamupa” HAH Taoxe CCP OOH 1, pp. 71-81; babaes,
A., 1972. “MorunparK UnMiIbX0oHA - TAMATHUK CAKCKOM KYyNBTYypHI Ha 3amafgHoM [lamupe” [Jenmpanvhas
A3sus 8 kKywanckyio snoxy 2, pp. 288-292.

38 Jlureunckwuii, b., 1972, lpesnue kouesnuku « Kpviwu mupa». Mocksa; Jluteunckuit, b., 1973, Vipawenus
u3 MoeunbHuKo8 sanaouou Pepeanvt. Mocksa; Jlutsuackuid, b., 1973, Kepamuxa uz mozuneHuxos 3anaonou
@epeanvl. Mocksa; JlutBunckuit, b., 1978, Opyous u ymeapv u3 moeunvrukos 3anaonou Pepeambi.
Mockgsa; Kamnsipos, 2., 1975, [pesnue noepedanvhvie namamuuxu Pepeansvl KAk UCmMopuiecKull UCIMOo4HUK.
Tamxent; CantoBckas, E., 1978, “O morpeOeHHAX paHHHUX CKOTOBOIOB B CeBepo-3amamgHoil deprane”
Kpamxue coowenus Hucmumyma apxeonozuu 154, pp. 95-98; bpeikuna, 17, 1981, FOz20-3anaonas ®epeana
6 nepeoii nonosure I moicauenemus 1.5. Mocksa; Gorbunova, N., 1986, The culture of ancient Ferghana (VI
century B.C. — VI century A.D.), BAR. International series 281. Oxford.

¥ Koxombepaues, M., 1960. “Hosble mamabie 0 KenkombckoM MoTHIbHUKE” Kpamkue coobujenust
Hucmumyma ucmopuu mamepuanvuou kyromypor 80, pp. 70-75; Koxombepmnues, 1., 1963. “KarakomOHBIE
MaMATHUKE Tajmacckoil DomuHb” Apxeonocuveckue namamuuku Tanaccxoti donunsl. Opynze. pp, 33-78;
Koxxomb6epaues, U., 1977, Ocnosnsie smanwvt ucmopuu xynomypsi Kemmenwo-Tiode. @pyn3e; Koxxombepames,
W., 1977, Mamepuaner ons apxeonozuueckoii xapmuvl Kemmenv-mrwobunckol romaosunvl. DpyH3e;
Koxxombepaues, 1., 1983. “Kenxonbckas kynsrypa’” Kyismypa u uckycemeo Kupeusuu, pp. 51-52; AGetekos,
A., 1975, “Pannne xoueBHukn Tsab-11lans n ux KyneTypHBIe cBs3u ¢ Kymanckoit nmnepueit” [Jenmpansvras
Asus 6 kywanckyro snoxy 2, pp. 308-309; Koxomb6epmues, W., 1975, Caxu Kermens-Trobe. ®pyHse;
Koxxomb6epaues, U., 1975, Uckyccmeso caxoe Tanv-Illana. @pynse; Koxombepaunes, U., 1975. “Kymsrypa
KOYEeBHUKOB TsHBIIaHO-Anas mepBoi MOJOBUHBI | ThIcsdyeneTHs H.3.. [lo Marepmamam KaTakOMOHBIX
KypranoB” [Jenmpanvhasn Azus 6 Kywanckyio snoxy 2, pp. 297-300; Koxxombepaunes, 1., 1983. “Ilamarauku
pannux ko4eBHUKOB B Kuprmun: Caxu Taas-Ulans u Anas™ Kyremypa u uckyccmeo Kupeusuu, pp. 12-13.
0 JTureunckuii, b. and Cenos, A., 1984, Kyromol u pumyanst Kywanckoti Bakmpuu. Mocksa.

4 Jleckos, A., 1974, Crapou xypeanis Xepconwunu. Kuis.

2 Bonrpuk, FO., 1981. “OTuér TaBpuueckoil SKCIEAUIMU O packonkax kyprana Orys B 1980-1981 rr.”
Hayunwiti apxue A AH YCCP 1980-1981, p. 22; bontpuk, FO., 1983. “3aBepiienne ucciaenoBannii KypraHa
Ory3” Apxeonozuueckue omkpoimus 1981 cooa, p. 245.

B Anexcees, A., Mypsun, B. and Poune, P., 1991, Yepmomnvix. Crugpckuii yapcekuil kypean 1V éeka 0o H.o..
Kues.

# Pshenichnuk, A., 2000. “The Filippovka Kurgans at the Heart of the Eurasian Steppe”, in Aruz, J., Farkas,
A., Alekseev, A. and Korolkova, E. (eds.), 1954, The Golden Deer of Eurasia. New York. pp, 21-30.

# Tpakos, b., 1954, Kamencroe 2opoouwye na /lnenpe. Mocksa.

% Bpawunckuii, U. and [Jemuenxo, A., 1969. “Uccnenosannst EnuzaBetrHckoro MormisHuka B 1966 rony”
Kpamxue coowenus Hucmumyma apxeonocuu 116, pp. 111-117; Bpammackuit, M. and Mapuernxo, K.,
1978. “CrpoutensHsie koMIUleKehl Enm3aBetoBckoro ropoantna”’, Cogemckas apxeonozus 2, pp. 204-222;
Bpammuncknit, M. and Mapuenxko, K., 1980. “EnnzaBeToBckoe ropoautie Ha [lomy — moceeHIe TopoICKOTO
tuna” Cosemckas apxeonoeus 1, pp. 211-218.

47 Memiorosa, A., 1989. “Kparkwuii odepk UCTOpHUH U3yueHus ckudos” Op. cit., pp. 36-40.
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cc. B.C.)*® as well as further east, along the dry bed of Uzboi (4%-3 cc. B.C.)¥, the work
on kurgans continued.

Another trend in research that could lead to difficulties of interpretation in historical
synthesis, has been the excessive partition of the Scythian culture in archaeological regions
and divisions, since this is a trend for both the east and the west.

3.- Recent research in the Scythian history.

After the problems arising from the collapse of the Soviet Union, in the recent
years the lines of research drawn up on the study of the history of the Scythians has been
recovered, which even was extended with prominent works, besides their gradual opening-
up to the international Academy, which has been able to continue the research of their
Soviet colleagues.

Among the new excavations we have to point out those of Filippovka and Pokrovka
in the steppes south of the Urals, Bel’sk in the Pontic steppes, Berel, in Altai and Ardjan,
in southern Siberia.

In Ukraine, both in Crimea (Chertomlyk®’, Oguz’"), and following the course of the
Dnieper River (Perepyatikha®?, Steblevo™, Kulakov™, Zolotoi*), archaeological work has
continued on Scythian excavations, with outstanding burials of the Early and the Classical
Scythian Culture.

Filippovka, which we have seen already, was dug by Anatolii Kh. Pshenichniuk between
1986 and 1990, now falls under the direction of Leonid T. Yablonsky® from the Institute
of Archaeology of the Academy of Sciences in Moscow, who has been responsible for the
excavation of the kurgans since 2004, excavation which continues providing us amazing
results®’. Pokrovka was dug between 1991 and 1995 by an American team led by Jeannine
Davis-Kimball*® in collaboration with the Russian team of L. T. Yablonsky, who had prospected

8 SIkoBeHko, D., 1974, Crighu Cxionozo Kpumy 6 V-III cm. do n.e.. Kuin; Onvxosckuii, B., 1984.“Hccnedosanus
6 Cakckom paitone Kpemma” Apxeonocuueckue omkpvimus 1982 2ooa, p. 308; Onvxosckuii, B., 1985.
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the necropolis the previous year. The Russian team was who continued with the excavations the
following seasons. The results of these collaborations were works* that collected the ongoing
archaeological projects. Later, J. Davis-Kimball® dug another kurgan in Beiram. According to
her, the first documented one to be built with only votive or religious purposes.

On the banks of the Dnieper and its tributaries, in the middle of the forest steppe,
next to the important settlements of Bel’sk and Pastyrsk®!, at the beginning of the new
century archaeological work was carried out in other settlements, such as Trakhtemirov®,
Motroninsk®, and Nemirovsk®

In the fortified settlement of Bel’sk, with its respective necropolis, a German-
Ukrainian team® in 1992 resumed the excavations of which Boris A. Shramko wanted to
identify with the Herodotus’ Gelonus. Meanwhile, Berel was excavated by a French-Italian-
Kazakh team®, which in three seasons (1998-2000) studied the frozen tomb paying special
attention to the relationship between the nomadic world and the Achaemenid kingdom.

Other important sites to understand the ties of the Scythians with the ancient oriental
cultures, are the kurgans of Kelermes®’, of Krasnoe Znamya®, Novozavedennoe 11*, and
Ulskii” —where some of the burial mounds are interpreted as sanctuaries.

One of the latest excavations which have been carried out in Scythian sites is that
of the kurgan number two of Ardjan, in Tuva, southern Siberia’'. Here, a German-Russian
archaeological mission between 2000 and 2004, as the culmination of a collaboration that
had its roots in the excavations of Hermann Parzinger in the Bajkara’ kurgan in Kazakhstan
in the late 1990’s and have been continued in Barsuchij Log in southern Siberia since
20047. The observation of the high concentration of kurgans in the Uyuk valley allows us
to identify it as a key location in the Scythian culture of southern Siberia, and the works
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pp- 225-234.

0 Tvantchik, A. I. and Leskov, A. M. (eds.), 2015, The Ulskii Tumuli: Cultic andBurial Ensemble of the
Scythian Period in the Northern Caucasus. Moskva and Berlin.
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in Ardjan 2 (VII-VI cc. B.C.) allow to connect it with the previously studied kurgan of
Ardjan 1, dated in the immediately preceding period (late IX-VIII cc. B.C.) because in
that site such a complete study as that of the German-Russian team could not be done,
which included besides the excavation itself, also researches of Physical Anthropology,
Zooarchaeology and Palynology, making the publication an indispensable reference work.

In this line of collaborations, Hermann Parzinger also excavated between 1999
and 2004, the Late Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement of Chicha in the forest steppe
of Western Siberia™. And in 2006, together with Russian and Mongolian colleagues he
studied the Ulan-Daba and Olon-Kurin-Gol kurgans in Mongolia, belonging to the so-
called Pazyryk Culture”. Further west, on the northern coast of the Black Sea, the Germans
are also studying the relationship between Greek settlers and local nomadic populations of
Cimmerians and Scythians in Taganrog’® and the Taman Peninsula”. We must also point
out the French works in collaboration with the Russians in the Urals™ as well as those of
Julio Bendez” in Kazakhstan.

We cannot refer here to each and every one of the many works that have been
written about the first Iranian nomads of Central Asia, so we have limited ourselves to the
archaeological excavations, which are the very last source on where such works —dealing
with long and complicated discussions on the chronology, social structure, language
and cultural divisions of these peoples- are based. It deserves however, to be the other
pillar on which the reconstruction of history rests, a special mention to their study in the
written sources. In this respect there are two works that have been concerned to search and
compile the mentions to the first of these peoples to make their appearance in the written
sources; the Cimmerians. Askold I. Ivantchik® and Giovanni B. Lanfranchi®' dealt with
this necessary task studying the mentions to the Cimmerians in the eastern sources until
shortly after the fall of the Assyrian Empire. It is to be missed however something similar
for the following period, a work that collects systematically the mentions to the Scythians
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Archiologie in Eurasien 22. Mainz.
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in the classical sources, overcoming the multiple but isolated references which are usually
found in the various works which deal with their history.

In any case, progress in the reconstruction of the history and lifestyle of the first
Iranian nomads has been remarkable since travellers as the young Igoruchka of Anton P.
Chekhov were impressed by their impassive funerary monuments during their journey
through the steppe. Proof of this are synthesis like those of Iaroslav Lebedynsky®,
Hermann Parzinger®, and even the recent entry of the Encyclopaedia Iranica writed by
Askold Ivantchik®. These works have approached the Scythians in a clear and concise
way to the Western students, as well as through exhibitions thanks to which the amazing
archaeological pieces that had been coming out since the times of #zar Peter I of Russia
visited Western museums for the first time®, triggering symposia and conferences around
the Scythians which prove the renewed interest in the history of this people.
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FIG 1. Scythian archaeological sites and Greek colonies in the Pontic Steppes (Parzinger,
H., 2004, Op. Cit.. Miinchen). Scythian sites: 1. Novocerkassk, 2. Filippovka, 3. Kamenskoe
Gorodisce, 4. §ir0kaja Bal’ka, 5. Neapolis, 6. Kelermes, 7. Elizavetinskaja Stanica, 8.
Kostromskaja, 9. Maikop, 10. Ul’, 11. Solocha, 12. éertomlyk, 13. Melitopol’, 14. Tolstaja
Mogila, 15. Aleksandropol’, 16. Melgunov, 17. Kul’-Oba, 18. Belsk. Greek colonies: 1. Tanais,
2. Kremoi (Taganrog), 3. Pantikapeion (Kerc), 4. Phanagoreia, 5. Theodosia, 6. Chersonesos, 7.
Berezan®, 8. Olbia, 9. Tyras, 10. Istros, 11. Tomis (Constanta), 12. Kallatis, 13. Odessos (Varna),
14. Mesembria, 15. Apollonia, 16. Byzantion, 17. Pityus, 18. Dioskuros, 19. Phasis.
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FIG 2. Scythian archaeological sites in Central Asia (Parzinger, H., 2004, Op. Cit.. Miinchen).
1. Ardjan, 2. Nanshangen, 3. Salbyk, 4. Tagar, 5. Bojarskiepisanicy, 6. Berel’, 7. Katanda, 8.
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