LIBROS Librosdelacorte.es
ORTE Monografico 2, afio 7 (2015)

ISSN 1989-6425

THERE IS NO FRENDSHIP AMONG PRINCES BUT FOR THEIR OWNE
INTERESTS.
THE SPANISH FACTION AT JAMES I'S COURT, 1603-1625

Por Valentina Caldari
(University of Kent)

ABSTRACT

After the peace treaty between England and Spain was signed in 1604, the
'‘Spanish faction' at the English court had reasons to feel emboldened. King James |,
immediately following the peace, attempted to make the agreement binding by
negotiating a dynastic marriage with the Spanish Habsburgs initially for his son
Henry, then, after Henry’s untimely death, for his son Charles. This contribution aims
to assess the extent to which the position of the 'Spanish faction’ shifted during
James I's reign. The very lack of a dynastic union between England and Spain
merely exacerbated the growing tensions between the English King and his political
nation, leading to the decline of the ‘Spanish faction’ at the English court and to the
outbreak of war between England and Spain in 1625.
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THERE IS NO FRENDSHIP AMONG PRINCES BUT FOR THEIR OWNE
) INTERESTS.
LA FACCION ESPANOLA EN LA CORTE DE JACOBO |, 1603-1625

RESUMEN

Una vez se firmd en 1604 el tratado de paz entre Inglaterra y Espafia, la
“faccion espafiola” en la corte inglesa tenia razones para el optimismo. El rey
Jacobo |, inmediatamente después de la paz, intent6é afianzar el acuerdo mediante
la negociacion de un matrimonio dinastico con los Habsburgo espafioles. En primer
lugar se destin6 a su hijo Enrique pero, ante su prematura muerte, pas6 a su otro
hijo, Carlos. La presente intervencién pretende evaluar en qué grado evolucionaron
las posiciones de la “faccién espafiola” a lo largo del reinado de Jacobo I. La
ausencia de una union dinastica entre Inglaterra y Espafia exacerbd la creciente



Librosdelacorte.es
Monogréfico 2, afio 7 (2015)
ISSN 1989-6425

tension entre el Rey y los miembros del Parlamento, o que condujo al declive de la
“faccion espafiola” en la corte inglesa y al estallido de la guerra entre Inglaterra y
Espafa en 1625.
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